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and Plato among the Ancients. Cudworth I think is the
best of the Moderns you could have applied to; for he was
thoroughly learned in the Ancient Philosophy. As to Dr
Clarke, he was an excellent Greek and Latin scholar, but
not at all learned in the Ancient Philosophy, as I think
I have shown very clearly, p. 213, and indeed is evident to
any man learned in Ancient Philosophy who reads his
works. As to Plato, he was certainly a great genius, and
a Philosopher truly Divine. But he was not so learned in
Metaphysics, as his scholar Aristotle; nor does it appear to
me that Metaphysics, any more than Logic, was formed
into a science in Greece in his time. It was reserved for
his scholar Aristotle to make a science of both, but
you are not to suppose that he invented either; for that
exceeded the abilities of any one mortal man. But, he
was so happy as to get hold of some writings of the
Pythagoreans of which he made excellent use; and from
what is yet preserved of these books, I think I do him no
injustice when I say that he took his whole Philosophy of
Logic and Metaphysics from them.

If it be asked whence the Pythagoreans got them, the
answer is obvious, that their master brought them with
him from Egypt, where all sciences had been cultivated
for thousands of years, by a long succession of philosophers
from father to son, in the several Colleges of Priests. It
is therefore to Aristotle that I have chiefly applied myself,
as my master in Metaphysics, as well as in Logic; for
Aristotle decides, what Plato only disputes about; nor is
there anything more true than the common saying that
Disputat Plato, docet Aristoteles. And he made a com-
plete science of it by inventing terms of Art, which he
defined; 4nd, by using them, he saved a great many cir-
cumlocutions, with which Plato abounds. With Aristotle
I fiave joined the study of his commentators of the
Alexandrian School; without whose assistance, Ms acroa-terrupted in writing this letter by the
